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After Mecca, ag

Continued from Page IH

* Mr. Abdel-Hafiz attributed his
iring in May and Agent Rattigan’s
ransfer from Riyadh in June to
ieadquarters  supervisors with
vhom the two agents had clashed.
“Everything in headquarters is
vased on-personal things,” he said.
The top priority and the best in-
erest of the U.S., that's No, 2, Per—
jonal things are No.1”
M. Abdel-Hafiz was terminat-
:d for not disclosing his role in a
mwsuit on his 1993 job applica-
tlon, FBI documents show. The
omission was a misunderstanding

Sunday, January 18, 2004

@he Pallag Morning News

taining higher supervisory posi-
tions in the FBI.: _

Agent Youssefs complaints"
have drawn the attention of the
U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee,
which is investigating broader al-
legations that the FBI routinely re-
taliates against whistleblowers in
itsranks. Agent Rattigan, who was
reassigned to a supervisory agent’s
position in the FBI's New York
field office, did not return a phone
call seeking comment.

According to Mr. Abdel-Hafiz,
Agent Rattigan has a pending ad-
ministrative complamt allegmg
religious and ra :

and could have been forgiyen: 'by  byseveral FBI: .
the FBI, Mr. Abdel-Hafiz’ 'mmn— The legal att: am: to
tained. which Agent Yo [PRatti-
The FBI declmed to comment gan and Mg; Abhd Were as-
on Mr. Abdel-Hafizs allggations, signed is partof interna-
citing a pending appeal ¢ ‘_;-,,, tional. ropeji 'onswﬁ@nts arg
missal and his inte 0., rassighad toilJ.8 asgies and act
file alawsuit if he isnot rei . as ‘halsons W1th local law enforce~
Ed Cogswell, 8 spokes B.;ﬁ : mcnt :
Washington, saidl the bureatlad . 'The Rlyadh 'FBI oﬂ'lce was
conducted a “specialinspection” of opened to enhance cooperation.
the Riyadh legal attaché office las}’ between U.S. and Saudi authori-g
year, but he did not respond tore-  tiesaftera1996 bombingin Dhah-
peated requests foy details or cop- ran in which 19 Amenca.n §ervice
ies of any mspecti eporf. members werekilled.

The FBI; declme {réquests to
interview Rodetick ' Beverly, the
special agentin charge of the legal
attaché program, gf\d several oth-
er headqhaﬂers; ----- . supervisors

pamed by- Mi%hdelaﬂ as Crits
ics of the nyadh office’s fperfor—
mance.

- The Dallas Morning News was
able to confirm independently
that the two.Riyadh agents told

sathov._fodaral..officiald: Jahdnﬂ ﬂ'lé nﬂ.l'V?OOl hesald RECPR,

ok G e A B Naustisltisainitne P "

‘‘‘‘‘

temporary attaché, Agent Youssef
succeeded him. Agent Rattigan ar-
rived in Riyadh as ass;stant atta-

_chésin 1999 and hecame heéad of
‘the office upon AgentY01wsef s de-

parture in 2000, o

Mr. Abdel-Hafiz, who hadbeen
assngned to an international ter-,
rorismi squad in the Dallas FBI of-
fice, ieturned to Rlyadh in Febru-

K i e i N e s R
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COLUMN 3

for information from other FBI of-
fices around the world. More than
1,000 requests came in during the
first 10 days, he said.

Agent Rattigan immediately
requested more agents, but it took .
almost two weeks before the first
reinforcement ariived, Mr. Abdel-
Hafiz said. Agent Rattigan later
complained sbout a supervisor be-
ing sent to Riyadh before another
agentwas, he said,

#3 InFebruary 2002, Agent Ratti-
gan requested a face-to-face meet-
ing with his supervisors in Wash-
ington. It was during that meetig,
that he announced his coriversion
todslam and that he was contem-

iScrimination com-
plaint, Mr. Abdel-Hafizsaid.

“Things went to hell in a basket
afterthat,"hesaid, -

#4 Criticism from headquaxbers
became a daily occurrence, Mr.
Abdel-Hafiz said, after he and
Agent Rattigan returned from the
week-long ha,n ceremonies in
Meccu. .

“ The trip was not to fulfill reli-
gio(xlls obligations, Mr. Abdel-Hafiz
said.:,,

#5 “All ouy contacts are there, ahd

~ we meet with them-and we talk to

them. You sit and yougalk, and you
just shoot the breeze while there is,;
no pressure for work, and they tell 3
you a lot of thmgs that they nor-

ents _under SUS

COLUMN 4

not, hesaid.

“She felt like this was too much

clutter, and we have too much pa-
perwork,” Mr. Ahdel-Hafiz said.

#2 He said he and Agent Rattigan

later had to ask Saudi officials for
additional copies of the docu-
ments that were destroyed before
theywereeven translated.
#3 The shredded documents were

coples of “electronic communica- -

tions” from -the Riyadh agents
wamng to be upload

Destroymﬁn )
‘gaid, was'a
dural rules.

Buck Revell, a former deputy

associate FBI director, agreed that
it was improper and possibly ille-
gal to shred documents before
they were computerized or trans-
lated.

_ “Literally, you can't destroy in-
formation that is in the possession
of tHe government until ... itsvalue
and its significance” have heen
properly determined, he said, “shd
obviously whether or not it should
be retained for official purposes.”

“If 1 was still in position, and 1
heard of that,” Mr. Revell said, “I
deﬁmtely would have aninvestiga-
tx@n

While Agent Rattigan reported

je shredding incident to FBI

Tieadquarters, Mr. Abdel-Hafiz

mally don’t say, Mr. Abdel-Hafiz said, no disciplinary action was

said.

Nonetheless, .2 supervisor in
Washington filed a complaint with
more than two dozen accusations
of mappropnate behavmr a‘nd in-
Abde1—Hz§,ﬁz

taken against the visiting supem-
SOr.
In November, two months after
the temporary supervisor left Ri-
yadh, a three-person.team arrived
to conduct what was called a quick

ww ALY Vw0

picion

MONA REEDER/Staff Photographer
Gamal Abdel-Hafiz of Flower
Mound was firved from the
FBIlastyear.

.';4»
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Taping i:he witness, Mr. Abdel-
Hafiz said, was unnecessary and
could have destroyed his credibil-
ity with other investigative sources
if it became known. He said his
bosses in Dallas concurred with
his decision to refuse to do the tap-
ing. ‘

The FBI was aware at the time
it issued its statement to news or-
ganizations in December that Mr.
Abdel-Hafiz was under investiga-
tion by the bureau’s internal disci-
plinary unit because of insurance
fraud allegations made by his for-
mer wife.

Bertie Abdel-Hafiz, a resident
of North Richland Hills, told The
Dallas Morning News earlier this
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efiterview Hoderick Hevetly, the

v specxal agent in charge of the legal

attaché program, qnd several oth-

er . headquarters . - supervisors

named by Mr ‘Abdel- as crit-

ics of the Rlywdh office’s - perfor—
mance,

The Dallas Morning News was
able to confirm mdependent]y
that the two Riyadh ag gold
other federal officials aboﬁf
two admmlstratlvemqumes. i

Mr. Abdel-Hafiz’s cgiticisms
echoed some of thie allegatlons ofa
discriminal 'og,laws

ly by Bassem Xousé
tive-Arab agéy served'ag
FBI's first pér it Haisoty
cerin SaudJArab

Desplt

cultural e
suit conté

it filed in Ju= »lvFviath

temporary atta(he. Agent Youssef

succeeded him. Agent Rattigan ar-
rived in Riyadh as assistant atta-
ché‘in 1999 and became head of
the office upon Agent Youssef’s de~
parturein 2000, .

Mr. Abdel-Hafiz, who had been
asmgned to an international ter-.
rorism squad in the Dallas FBI of-
fice, returned to Rlyadh in Febru-
ary 2001, he sajd. |

¥ By the time hie ‘arrived in Ri-

yadh, Mr . Abdel-Hafiz saidgent * -
Beady, clashing.
“supenors. Agent Rattigan .

g.imther fa" accused ad piyaassmtant FBL di- ha.ﬂ' that Age

rector: g with a presl:!L

%ﬂ to the UmtedArab

e v . Lt Do T ¥ v
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i Bt denniisy oAV nvestigas
them. You sit andyomta]k, andyou tion.”
just shoot the breeze while thereis, ~ While Agent Rattigan reported
no pressure for work, and they tell*#fie shredding incident to FBI
you a lot of things that they nor- headquarters, Mr. Abdel-Hafiz
mally don't say,” Mr. Abdel-Hafiz. said, no disciplinary action was
said. taken against the visiting supervi-
Nonetheless, a supervisor in sor. .
Washington filed a complaint with InNovember, two months after
more than two dozen accusations the temporary supervisor left Ri-
of inappropriate behavior and in- yadh, a three-person team arrived
competence,,, Mr. Abdﬂl—Haﬁz to conduct what was called a quick
said. 1nspe<.tlon, Mr. Abdel-Hafiz said.
Am"dﬁ h\‘the a.ccusanons, he,. “They wrote about 10 things
said, wel:e"thathe and Agent Ratti-  that need to be taken care of, and
gan:abandoned theipoffice during,, they are all administrative stuff,
id they, are done before the re-
ort evén came” regarding the in-
pection, Mz. Abdel-Hafiz said.
hile th. report criticized the -
1e office had handled some of
luties, the ingpectors also rec-
the number of
. , maghe ‘agents and support staff be more
4 mveahgatlv than doubled to handle the work-
afiy, 5 load, Mr. Abdel-Hafizsaid.
I Decembé ¥2002, the FBI is-

pr ?au;gﬂ Statement prais-
' del ’Haﬁz S perfor—

wearmg a Saudi thobe

. g.statement followed new

\to aé&usatlons '
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The FBI was aware at 1
it issued its statement to 1
ganizations in December -
Abdel-Hafiz was under in
tion by the bureau’s intern
plinary unit because of in
fraud allegations made by
mer wife.

Rertie Abdel-Hafiz, a
of North Richland Hills, 1
Dallas Morning News ear
year that she told the FBI ¢
year that her former 1}
staged a burglary of their
home to collect $25,000 i
ance benefits,

The burglary -occurrec
Mr. Abdel-Hafiz was hire:
FBI, but a lawsuit he and
filed against they insuran
er was Pénding when he
work forTh’jéebureau agatr
in New York, court records

Mr. Abdel-Hafiz did no

“lawsuit on his employiner

cation. He said his wife |
vised that he did not nee
cause the case was settled
atrial.,

. His former wife said. sh
d to disclose the allege
scheme out of ‘bitterness
. herformer husband, who C

& Her allegations were 1|
~for thé decision for fire Mr





