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Ex-FBI agent says

Muslim said faith didn’t
get in the way, blames
suspicious ‘old-timers’

By STEVE McGONIGLE
Staff Writer

FLOWER MOUND — Gamal
Abdel-Hafiz’s decade in the FBI
was marked by acclaim for hig skill
as a translator and then as a spe-
cial agent in Dallas and Saudi Ara-~
bia.

But as one of the bureau's first

foreign Muslim agents, he was al-
50 a subject of suspicion, criticism
and disdain from colleagues he
called “old-timers.”

Their prejudice, he said, got
him fired in late May for behavior
that would have been excused or
punished less severely had he not
been a Muslim.

Now, after ayearlong silence on
misconduct allegations lodged by
fellow agents and his former wife,

Mr. Abdel-Hafiz, 44, saidhe wants
- to clear his name.

In an interview at his suburban .

bias led to his firing

home Thursday, the former agent
insisted that he never let his faith
trump his official duties, nor did
he stage a burglary to claim insur-
ance benefits before joining the
FBI. His only error — which he
blamed on a misunderstanding —
was not disclosing a lawsuit he
filed over the break-in.
#6 “I'haven’t done anything, and I
haven't taken anything that is not
mine,” he said.
Ed Cogswell, an FBI spokes-
man in Washington, confirmed

that Mr. Abdel—Haﬁz had been .
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considered “a lack of candor”
which almost always results in ter-
mination.

It goes to your veracity. In
terms of being able to festify in
court, it certainly goes to your
credibility,” Mr. Cogswell said.

Because Mr. Abdel-Hafiz has
filed an appeal, Mr. Cogswell said,
he could not comment on the for-
mer agent’s accusations that the
FBIhad acted improperly.

The Dallas Morning News re-
ported in April that Mr. Abdel-
Hafiz was under mkumon by
the FBTs internal discip) sec-
tionbecauseofinsuranceﬁ'and'al-
legations made by his former wife,
Bertie, during.a routine back-
ground investigation,

Two months earlier, the FBI
had removed Mr Abdel-Hafiz
from a legal liaison position in Ri-
yadh, Sandi Arabia, and placed
him on paid administrative leave.

Ex-wife’s story
-Ms. Abdel-Hafiz, who divorced

in 1996, said she decided to tell

the FBI about the old break-in
and insurance scam because she
was upset about her former hus-
band’s life with his new wife and
three children. -

At the time she made her state-
ment-in January 2002, Ms. Ab-
del-Hafiz was on the verge of filing
for bankruptey. In October 2002,
she was arrested on a felony
charge of injuring a 9-month-old
who had been left in her care.

The 60-year-old North Rich-
land Hills resident couid not be
reached for comment.

Mr. Abdel-Hafiz described h1s
former wife as an emotionally
fragile person who had been un-

der psychiatric care for many.

years. Nevertheless, he said, they
had maintained a cordial relation-
ship since the breakup of their 11-
year marriage.
“I told them had she had this
fraud scheme] against me all
slong, she would not have waited
five minutes,” Mr. Abdel-Hafiz
said.
Mr. Abdel-Hafiz said he first
learned of his former wife’s accu-
sations in July "OOQ, when the
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“This outcome was predetemzmd This i’rw&ﬁtz'gation was
donetn a shamefil way tolaw enforcement.”

Gamal Abdel-Haflz, former FBi agent

probably was an inside job be-
cause his former wife had shown
the FBI some of the allegedly sto-
len items, but he denied that he
had any role in the break-in or
that he intended to defrand hisin-
surance carrier.

He said he did not list 2 1991

lawsuit filed against the insurance
company because his FBI apphca—
tion asked about involvement in
“court action” and he believed that
he had only filed a claim with his
homeowner’s insurance carrier.

The suit was settled in 1994‘-?

a year after Mr. Abdel-Hafiz
joined the FBL. He said he and his
wife received about $15,000 and
his attorney took the remaining
$10,000.
He said he never intended any
cover-up. “I never went to court,
and I never knew there was a law-
suit agamst the insurance,” he

said. 4
In . ] ;
Mr Abdel-Hafiz learned he
was being investigated on his ex-

wife's allegations two months af-

ter a Chicago-based FBI agent,
Robert Wright, held a news con-

ference in Washington during

which he accused an unnamed
Muslim agent in Dallas of under-
mining an investigation into fi-
nancing of Hamas, a Palestinian
terrorist group.

He accused the Dallas agent of
refusing to tape-the president of
an Islamic banking firm who had
been summoned before a federal
grand jury. “A Muslim does notre-
cord another Muslim,” Agent
Wright quoted the Dallas agent as
saying.

Agent Wright cited the inci-
dent as an example of what he de-
seribed as the FBI's incompetence
in pursuing terrorism investiga-
tions prior to Sept. 11, 2001

Separate reports last fall by
ABC News and The Wall Street
Journal identified Mr. Abdel-Ha-
fiz as the Muslim agent criticized
by Agent Wright.

the FBl as a translator in 1993 be-
fore becoming a special agent in
February 1996, accused Agent
Wright of a b1goted characteriza-
tion of their conversations in
March 1999 about the New Jersey
banking official, -

The former Dallas agent con-
firmed that he had refused to
make a secret recording of the
businessman, but he insisted that
his reasons were practical, not re-
ligious.

“I have done a lot more than
wear a wire on other Muslims,” he
said.

Simply put, he said, he did not
believe that the value of the infor-
mation he might obtain would
outweigh the potential harm to
his ability to work in the Muslim
community if it became known
that he was making secret record-
ings of his interviews,

“If recording this conversation
— legal or illegal — will save one
life, I will do it,” he said. “But to
add one snowflake to a mountain
of snow, it doesn’t make sense.”

Danny Defenbaugh, who at the
time was the head of the Dallas
FBI office, said he backed the de-
cision not to force Mr. Abdel-Ha-
fiz to-wear a tape recorder. He also
said he urged his agent to file a re-
ligious discrimination complaint
against Agent Wright.

That complaint, filed in May
1999, remains pending, Mr. Ab-
del-Hafiz said.

Less than two years after the
incident with Agent Wright, Mr.
Abdel-Hafiz was appointed by
FBI Director Louis Freeh as assis-
tant legal attaché to the U.S. Em-
bassyin Riyadh. The office was re-

sponsible for haison with s
Persian Gulf nations.

Mr. Abdel-Hafiz said he
tained key confessions in inve
gations of the suicide bombin
the U.S.5. Cole in 2000 and «
Lackawanna, N.Y.-based cell
Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaeda 1
rorist organization.

As a counterterrorism agent
Dallas, he had worked on inves
gations of an Arlington reside
linked to the 1998 bombings
two U.S. embassies in East Afric
He also led an investigation of
Richardson charity believed to”
a front for Hamas,

Motive questioned

While he said he had ma
friends in the FBI, Mr. Abdel-H
fiz said there were also agents wi
did not believe there was a pla
in the FBI for a Muslim agent.

He said the FBI's Office of Pt
fessional Responsibility conduc
ed a shoddy investigation and n
fased to review evidence th
coniradicted his former wife.

“This outcome was preaeteJ
mined,” he said. “This investige
tion was done in a shameful wa
to law enforcement.”

He saidhe was told thathe ha
been fired on May 27 — less tha
three weeks after making his orz
presentation to the FBI hearin
board overseeing the case.

Since May, Mr. Abdel-Hafi
said, he has been working to ob
tain a private investigator’s licens
and start his own business.

Hesaid he knows the chance o
rejoining the FBI is shm, but h
has to try. If the appeal fails,
said, he plans to file a discrimina
tion lawsuit,

“This is the only way I can re
gain wy dignity and my self-re-
spect,” he said.

E-mail smegonigle@dallasnews.com
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