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As the British mandate over
Palestine expires, Jewish authorities

declare a new State of Israel. Many
nations recognize the new country

under first prime minister David Ben-

Gurion. The Arab League declares
war and Egypt, Jordan, Syria,
Lebanon and Iraq engage in fighting
with Israel until early 1949, when all
parties sign truce agreements that
established the borders of the new
Jewish state. -
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@@ Egypt denies Israel |
Z

launch raids on Israeli soil from the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank.
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‘# Yasser Arafat's Fatah
&8 Movement (founded

il in 1956)begins armed
guerrilla attacks
against Israel, which
responds with raids
against Syria and
Jordan. Israeli security zone and
border incidents escalate in intensity
throughout the year.
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Egyptian President

| Gamal Abdel Nasser,
§ who always strongly

i opposed the state of
¥ lsrael, dies and

§ Anwar al-Sadat is
later elected the new

president.
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Sadat fails to negotiate the return of
the Sinai to Egypt, and therefore,
along with Syria, launches a
surprise attack against Israeli
positions in the area. Called the
Yom Kippur War by Israel and the
Ramadan War by Arabs, the fighting
ends in late October.
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Meir resigns following
the release of a
government report
criticizing Israel's lack
of preparedness for
the Arab strikes the
year before. Yitzhak
Rabin (pictured) assumes the prime
minister position. He is replaced
three years later by Menachem
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where the
leaders approve the agreements for
a peace treaty between Israel and
Egypt and for a comprehensive
Middle East peace. They sign the
accord at the White House March
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sraeli troops launch Operation
Peace for Galilee into southern

Lebanon, with the sole purpose of
ensuring security for northern Israel
and destroying the infrastructure in
Lebanon of the PLO, which had
staged raids into Israel.
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Under pressure from
e Syria, which held

4 considerable political
and military influence
in Lebanon,
Lebanese president
Amin Gemayel
nullifies a 1983 peace agreement
with Israel. Most of the Israeli forces
evacuate Lebanon in 1985, leaving
a small force in the south to
maintain security along the border
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The 7-year-long Palestinian
uprising, or intefadeh, begins as an
expression of frustration at 20 years
of Israeli rule and Jewish settlement
in the Occupied Termritories. The
movement becomes more violent
over time as cease-fire attempts
continue to fail.
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*% g Arafat declares
; Palestine an
§ independent state,

3 ‘; ! acknowledges
- MeBe®  oist as a nation

Israel's right to
by accepting U.N. Security Council
Resolution 242 - originally adopted
in 1967 - and renounces terrorism.
The PLO and The U.S. begin formal
dialogue and Israel proposes a
comprehensive peace initiative in
spring 1989.

st 3, 1770

: g/
7, 05 (/Ut/;ﬂéfmx/ %
Sregde ! | g w7 /f%@%
O Ll Lor i 177 ST 0

ol an frid ~Tsreel) JPRCE.
S SeE€L F

i (©

http://cbsnews.cbs.com/htdocs/mideast/html/timeline mideast4.html 10/7/00 \q




cbsnews.com

The Oslo negotiations paved the
way for the signing of a peace
accord between Israel and the PLO.
It proposes a Palestinian self-rule to
be phased in over several years in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Peres, Rabin and Arafat win the
Nobel Peace Prize.
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4 Israel and the PLO
sign an agreement in
g1 Cairo on the final
& status of Jericho and
the Gaza Strip. Israel
completes withdrawal
of troops from the two
regions. The Palestinian Authority
led by Arafat assumes civil matters
and sets up a Palestinian police
force to maintain internal security
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Israeli Prime Minister Rabin and
Jordanian King Hussein sign a
peace treaty.
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{ Israeli ultranationalist
student Yigal Amir,
who opposes the
peace process,
assassinates Rabin at
a peace rally in Tel
Aviv. Shimon Peres,
also a major player in the peace
process, takes over as |sraeli prime
minister.
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Israeli troops pull out
of towns and give the
Palestinians
autonomy in six cities
on the West Bank as
part of the Oslo
Accords.
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In their first elections
since the formation of
Israel almost 50 years
earlier, Palestinians
elect Arafat as
president of the
Palestinian Authority.
He wins more than 80 percent of the
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Under Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, the Israeli
government lifts the
four-year freeze on
Jewish settlement
construction in
Palestinian territories by giving the
go head for the expansion of the
Kiryat Sefer Settlement. The
building angers Arabs and puts the
peace process into a dire situation.
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»#{ withdraw from the
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West Bank town of
i Hebron the day after
an agreement is
signed with the Palestinian
Authority.
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4 Arafat and Netanyahu
sign the Wye River
Accord - a land-for-
peace deal involving
the West Bank.
President Clinton
hosts the Middle East
Summit at the Wye River
Conference Center retreat in

Maryland.
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