- Savage’s tips on paying for college

e 3-part series in Moneylife, starting on the back page of Gareer Network (Section G)
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17 Judith-Miller never had sesn televised images

 Hke the tnes she saw on Feb. 11, 1992,

... # At ihe other end of the wires running from her
closed-circuit monitor wos a camera focused on an
Arabic-speaking Interrogator and his subject, Mo-
hammad Salah, a zlender, middle-age used-car . 3

% saléaman from Bridgeview.

7 They were deep Inside the interrogation wing of a
high-security prison in Israel's occupied West
Bank. Salah had been arrested only lwo weeks
earlier, “Bridgeview used-cor salesman” would be
farever replaced on Salah's public remume with
what the (.8, government zlleged lnst week: Top- SMohsmmad Salah

Turn to next page “Superinnocent,” ho says
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level American military Tender for the lerrnrist
group Hamos,

“"He was jaunty,” Miller recalled lnst week
from her desk at the New York Times, where she
is & reporter. *I still remember him wagging his
finger at this interrugator's face.”

Unbeknown to Salah, Miller was just down the
halt, soeing and henring for herself what the
Israelis had claimed Saiah wes giving them
during the previeus two weeks: detailed Informa-
tion about an American support network, much
of it based in Chicago, for Hamas,

That network surfaced agoin last week as
federal authorities here seized $1.4 million in
cash and assets from the tools of an alleged
money-laundering machine. It was designed and
used, the government says,
to ""support a conspiracy [ne
valving international terror.
ist activities end domestic
recruitment and training in
support of such aclivities,”

It is the first time the U.S,
government has taken such
action. It was Instigated
through civil proceedings.
Salah and his associates, in-
cloding the Quranic Literacy Institute, a nen-
profit religious group and alleged Hamas front in
Oak Lawn, have not been charged with any
crimes in the Uglied States.

Whila in the works for vears, the investigation
into Salsh, 45, and his alleged Hamas funding
network tensified upon his release from =n
Isrnell prison last November, sources said last
week. Salah was Incarcerated for five years and
pleaded guilty to channeling funds to Hamas.

He receh a hero’s welcome at O'Hare
International Airpart, where he proclaimed that
he was “super-innocent,” though he already had
been placed on the 11S. government’s list of
“gpecially designated terrorists’” and hiz assets
bete bad been frozen. The seeming bravado on
Americon soil infuriated U.S, officials, sources
said last week,

Law enforcement sources also #ald last week
they confirmed that training operations for
Hamas ferrorists had been conducted in the
Chicago area. And the FBI named, in n 37-page
affidavit, a south suburban man suspected of
being a Hamas terrorist. The FBI says Razick
Salek Abdel Razick, more commonly known as
Abdel Razick, was a beneficiary of Salzh's
purported network.

In court papers, the FBI sald bank and
airline records show that Razick was just
one of the suspected terrorists for whom
Sglah, also known by bis code name “Abu
Ahmed,"” provided international travel ar-
rangements. With tickets purchased by
Salah, the FBI elleged, Razick traveled to
Syria, a knowm training ground and launch.
ing pad for terrorists, in September, 1992

Although the FBI affidavit doesn't say
it, sources familiar with the investigation
sy Razick remains in the Bridgeview-Oak
Lawm area. The Chicage Sun-Times could
not resch Razick after legving messages for
him at homes whers acquaintances and
friends zaid he was known to stay. Razick
refused to cooperate with the FBI investi-
gation, sources said,

*Allegations about Hamns training opera-
tions staged in the Chicego area first
surfaced in the carly 1990, The Israelis
have said those allegatlons were confirmed
with the June, 1993, arrest of Nasser Tssz
Jalal al-Hidmi, s Pafestinian who was then

Bridgeuiew“

24 vears nld

Hidmi tola the Israeliz he was recruit-
ed hy Hamas before he left [srael in
1989 1o atiend Kansas State University.
He was told ta coll Salah, his American
contact, the Tsraelis sald, upon arrival,
According fo the [sraelis, Hidmi con-
fesred to being ordered by Salab to a
training camp outside of Chicage in the
summes of 1290, where ha and up to 30
other participants were given code
names. Hidmi said the men wers
trained in terrorist activities, including
bomb asrembly, the Israelis said.

Law enforcement sources here said
last weak they believed that camp, and
probably others, existed in the Chicago
aeea. They could not, however, verify ita
location, Authorities aaid the secrst
campa are impossible to inflltmte and
ofton are like fog—rising in remote
nrees and dizappearing in the sunlight.

Operatives trained near Chicago were
either to be “used here or were to be *
sent for big. semsitive operations to
Israel,” said Yossef Baedensky, a con-
gressional terrorism expest who heads
the House Task Force on Terrorism and
Unconventional Warfare. “If they want  fenze

they need to bring in someone clean
from another country.”

Badensky sald Chicago and Detroit continue
o be strong bases for Hamas and other terrorist
groups. In addition to providing finencial sup-
port, the two cities house a tiny number of
terrorists In need of safe hiding, he alleged.

“It's emsy to train in this country,” seid
Yehudit Barsky, a senior research analyst on the
Middle East desk of ths Anti-Defamation
League in New York. However, she said, the
United States is more important to terrorist
groupa for other reasons. “Using the abilities we
kave in this country for free speech, they are
able to raise money and keep the cause going.”

The Quranic Institute has denled zny Impro-
priety. [ts lawyer zald the group’s leaders de-
plore all violence. Both Salah and the institute
plan to challenge the government's forfeiture
action In federal court.

“Hantas and I have no knowledge or connec-
tion whatsoever to the money which was selzed
in the United States,” Mousa Abu Marzook, the
Hamas leader, sald last week, Marzook was

| of terrorism

SCOTT STEWART/SUN-Toses

Trocle Ziysh, an American Muslim, spezks out in de-

of Mohsmmad Salah during » raily In Salah's

1o do a spectacular operation ... then tront yard in Bridgeview on Friday.

Jailed in New York during a high-profile extradi-

tion battle with Iarael before being released to

" Jordsn last yesr. The FBI, however, alleges it

connected more than $752,800 from Marzook's

“bank accounts to Salah—some of it allegedly
disbursed by Salah to sponsor terror in Iszael.

In Arab-American enclaves in Bridgeview and

Ozk Lawn, supporters say Salah is being perse-
cuted. 'n i spenking at a
Friday relly in ber uncle’s frontyard, said her

family haa lived a nightmare for five years. The
21.year-old student also accused the U.S. gov-
er?ment of lmln:lldation.

born May 30, 1953, in a refugee camp near
Jerusalem, has recanted all of his statements to
the Isrnelis, as well as his plea zgrrement.
has said he was tortured and coerced while in
Inraell custody, The FBI, howaver, said it verd-
fied many of the financial deteils given In
Salal's now-recanted statements.

Judith Miller, author of the book God

RICHARD A. CHAPKUAN BUN. Thas
This s the headquarters of the Quranic Hisracy Institute
In Qak Lawrt, .S, oificials sxy it Is a fronl for Hamas.

Hus Ninety-Nine Nomesx: Reporting From
a Militent Middle East, said she believes
the recanted statements,
The Btidgeview man's arreat in Isracl
provided security officiala thers with their
* first solid evidence of an American support
network for Hamas, Miller

I would not believe them.until I saw it
{Salah speaking] for myself,” Miller re-

In a tusn of events she still describes 5
surreal, the Israells, directed by former
Prime Minister Yitzhek Rabin, allowed
Miller to watch Salsh's Feb. 11, 1983,
interrogation. Rabin, Miller sald, was anx-
joun to prove his case.

Only two weeks after his arrest, Salah
was cool, Miller said.

“The man 1 saw seemed to be quite
relaxed and not under any obvious pres.
sure,” she recalled. “This is not a man who
seemed to be fearful for his life.”

Contributing: Philip Franchine, the
Jerusalem Post R

initially doubted the lsraeli claims. *Tsaid |.
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=3 Today: Partly
m elennd e, with af-
5. | temnon shuwers.

#4,%}  Highs in the up-

per s, lowa in
the lpwer ANs. Manday:
Claudy, with rain. Higha in 1he
uppet 0s, Inws in the lower
60s, Tuesday: Mnstly cloudy
skles, Highs in the upper 704,
laws iy the upper iz, Wednes:
day: Partly sunny and warmer.
Highs in the lower 8Os, [ows in
the upper H)s, Details on
Page 51A.
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