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amas, the militant Islamic group, has emerged as the
rael and the P.L.O. Hamas supporters are shown rall;

/Alms and Arms: Tact

77/5 By JOHN KIFNER

~——JERUSALEM, March 14 — Ha. " 00TS OF TERROR
mas, the main force behind the A specialreport. I
suicide bombers who have thrown
the shaky Middle East peace lalks
into crisis, is an organization with
deep roots, a popular base that
feeds on misery and resentment,
an international support network,
and a clear goal: to turn the na-
scent Palestine into an Islamic
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re its weapons as much as
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han is gener -
/] '1Mu<:l of Hamas's estimated $70 milllon
annual budget goes o support a network of
hundreds of mosques, schonls, orphanages,
clinics and hospitals that permeates virtual-
ly every village, town and refugee camp on
lhe West Bank and Gaza Strip. But these
al services provide both a caver and a
cruiling ground for young térrorists, One
i f the important uses of charitable dona-
? tions to Hamas is to provide lifetime annu-
ities to the families of suictde bombers.
‘ 4Hamas receives finaricial and other sup-
A port from an array of sources, including
* llran, Palestinians living in Amerlca and
Europe, and prominent figures in Saudi i»
Arabia and other oil-rich Gulf states. Muchs)
of the money is channeled through neighbors
ing Jordan where the fudamentalist Muslii
Broth rhnn S slr —

r

or kllllng its Ieaders have tended to spawn
revenge attacks and produce more radical Yi
new leaders. Mobammed Mousa Abu Mar-
znok, now in custody in New York, came to ji!
pnwer alter a roundup of other leaders, and ||’
\yirtually reinvented Hamas as the [inancial
nd military organlralinn lhat carried oul ‘

TEflIcH g‘rw*arﬁife_f”ﬁ'! a'rare"ham-
ered too, by family loyvalties and shared
xpertences of battling Israel, including
prison time. One example: Mr. Arafat is

Rina Ca‘lrlmlwo for The New Yark TI
e militant Islamic group, has emerged as the strongest opponent of peace accords between
the P.L.0. Hamas supporters are shown rallying under a wall bearing anti-Israeli gra[htl.

o
is and Arms: Tactics i1f'1 a Ho{A
under extremely heavy pressure {rom the

TOHN KIFNER - their grievances and|thelr skiil} \‘,
=M, March 14 — Ha- ROOTS.OFTERROR ‘ honed t edge. it Americ:'ms 1o arrest Mohammed Dief, the §

{)a force behind the A specialreport. ’ a€ was TIE assassinatontyNcurrent Hamas military chief,-who-has
sers who have thrown of Hamass chief bomb-maker erating from Gaza. fhe policeman in
that brought the latesi wave of harge o1 the search, Col. Mohammed Dah-\y,

tiddle East peace talks .
s an organigatiun with rael| Isuicide bombings, breaking a sev- Ian of Mr. Arafat's security service, is a
. a popular base that that ; cklire. [ fen-month full in terror attacks. childinod friend of Mr. Diel and Iellow
isery and resentment = = ' Hamas, the major Islamic mili- | jnmate of Isracll jails who has heen qeen

S : ~fsrael tan{ organization, Is linked to three | }gippmg colfee with the wanted man duri

ional support netwerk,
¢ goal: t[())plurn theona- a , of the four suicide bombings in the | he recent wave ol bombisgs—
stine Into an Islamic vertly; flast two weeks that have left 62 “ACnrrents—tiere a'ppewr to be tactical
g people dead, Including the bomb- || divisigrewithin Hamas, with (e Jeadership
ers, and now Ioums as the graves based abroad pressing for more attacks and
gome leaders in 5
wming to accept 2 truce,_at least for the
short term, in order to protect the mosques

. hosphials and schools afat's
eapons as much as | :
Yasir Arafat, as uch i

dl 0 B s A Ty ;
3 its target. ﬁéf/‘ + ~The tactic failed. Hamas, with ™ oAV in s th oy DT oo
1 lleadersf ts tight-knit cells and devotion to  XTaTaE, an : {itieai base Bul it 1s unclear if these.diftar-
show of anti-t Islam, proved much harder to In-  handsatthesntiterrorismeonter- W anresan be explo eenTSE Taderivi
’E“m:heﬂ expe h filtfate and influence than Mr. . S e e = comion soal: tﬁ‘-%-x
S e i ] . M
r; i al;!r'ésa :lazsz(ltin .;ra[at s more secular and corrupt ?gain._m-dange;:—ef—ea%smaﬂiﬂr m‘”‘;_egr“af‘:[ and the crea'g'_tton n'f‘-""g"m""an Isla
daunting quandary: Do 7~ But cracking down was hardly™ JAlthough Its organization and ove all, Hamas thrives on misery and

{ to co-opt the religipusfiiffore successful. In 1992, in an iltary operations are deliberate-

frustration, The harsh israeli blockagde of-
P ni eas, along wit aws In

1 side, thus fsqlati attermpt to decimate Hamas, Isra- Iy murky, interviews with a wide
as Mr. el deported 415 of its activists toa Jrange of Palestinian, Israeli and astily orpanized peace plan and disap-
10? Or do*You'seek o sn ide i gon. Western experts present a portrait pomtment with Mr. Arafat's rule, which has

tas whole, as Mr. Ara- Many of the deported militants |] of Hamas that is more cohesive brought little_improvement in the lives of
ican and Ieraeli vart- | earolled in  guerrilla training —_—— ) Palestiiilans, will onfy STTenglhen 73
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The Origins

~.  Roots in Charity
And Religious Zeal |

The militant Islamic movement hére, like
many in the Arab world, traces its roots to
the Muslim Brotherhood founded in Egypt
during the 1920's by Hassan al-Bana. The
brotherhood has strong followings in Egypt
and Jordan today, and has‘spawned ove-
Anents in other countries. Yse¢ /e f
T~ Typically, the Brotherhood's slrategy is
to fight what it sees as Westernization and

,\\*corruptinn of Arab governments by running
"’ its own schools, hoqpualq and other services

founders of Hamas were Muslim Brother-
hood followers running welfare, social and
educational services through their mosques
when the Palestinian uprising broke out
against Israeli occupation of the West Bank
and Gaza Strip in 1987. =

tone-throwing youths flocked to the -
/ P.L.O. banner and the rival Islamic Holy /ﬂﬁ
/ '\ 1War taunted the Brotherhood for inaction. [a 71
#

| «/LFearful of losing his feHewingte-theR10.,
[ /& Sheik Yassin formed-a_new arganizatiomy {

@ naming it Hamas, an Arabic acronym for ° 7 1
AN Islamic esistance Movement, which H
\‘%‘\; means ‘‘zeal."Its-military wing was called
adin_al-Qassem brigade er_a
eacher in Haifa w 10 led an Arab
RS ! e and Zionist
i 's, dving in batllex
gt_lm}!;_o_rltgit_hwﬁimaﬂm&m&hmh-
uring the 1970's and in the early days of the
uprising, in hopes of undermining the na-,

tionalism of the Palestine Liberation Organ-! o /\i, p & / Q

,)___

A
\v-

Ization.

“There was a conscious decision to build D"
up the Islamic groups as a counterweight to, 5W
the P.L.0. and to increase divisions within
Palestinian society,” said a long-serving. 7
Western diplomat. *“The Ministry of De- VL
fense gave the okay for all these Islamic
institutions which became the financial and. ﬁ/]ﬂ
institutional infrastructure behind the Qas-'

sem brigades. These Institutions were al-.

lowed to flourish and function and this has’ \J <4 5%
come back in a terrible way to haunt the /‘/l '
" = f
Hamas swiftly became a problem, and in’ V/ ‘:‘ ’
1989 the Sheik Yassin was thrown into an
Israeli jail where he_h

ecimate 1he leadel ship hut failed, and in;
December, 1992, Israel deported 415 Hamas

activists, dumping them on a barren, snowy.
hillside in 1 ehannn




The arrest of Sheik Yassin and other. / )
v Jeaders brought to power a lower ranking Sl ﬂ?W 2 OO
! activist, Mochammed Mousa Abu Marzouk,,
who was to substantially change the organi-:
zation, ) )
Described by those who know him as an’
ambitious, charismatic figure, Mr. Marzook
O] regrganized the structure of Hamas/Tsraeli fe ﬂ%n? Y 7‘/13' s -

apd Palestine intelligence officials say, set-’

ng up outside fund-raising channels and
Concentrating virtually all political, finan-

cial and military power in his own hands. : :_:_.' .
Mr. Marzook operaled-jamgmme from the WI’H’ /@ / / ,,”7 i /e J S,ydo,q// % J—p@%f’/f 7(? \5/1”/%;

United States, Haiggeemr Springfield, Va.,
where he was dctive it an Islamic organiza-
tion: called the United Association for Stud-
jes and Research. He then set up a major . . ~
Hamas support office in Amman, Jordan ;
until, under American pressure, the authori- -
o* ties expelled him in edrly 1995, after two 1
stiicide bombers killed 21 Israelis, most of
QQ iem soldiers at a bus stop.
With the Oslo accords in the fall of 1993,
V the situation here had changed dramatical-
ly. While Mr. Arafat's followers prepared to
take over Palestinian enclaves in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, Hamas and Islamic
Holy War launched a wave of suicide car
bombings, kidnappings and shootings {hat
have killed some 213 Israelis since the peace
was signed, far more than in the troubled
years of the uprising.
After leaving Jordan, Mr. Marzook trav-
eled between Damascus and Dubal in the
United Arab Emirales, among other places. 5}' K
qué’ On July 28 of last year, he landed at Ken- ﬂ,ﬂ“ e j (
nedy Airport in New York on a light from ﬁ'{/
London, and an immigration inspector spot-
O‘ ted his name on a computer watch list of

~ suspected terrorists. He has been held since
at the Federal Metropolitan Correctional

Center in Manhattan as Israel presses for
his extradttio ﬁ
His place as the leader of the “outslde”
- Hamas leadership, aithough apparently not ﬁ
_ali of his power, has been taken by his;
forer deputyi” Mr. Alami. He is said to
hrﬁ:‘r‘:ﬂ_e’[ﬁﬁ‘;rily from Damascus, al-'
ugh he also travels to Teheran. :

by Mr. Marzook that channel funds from
abroad to Hamas are still intact. The Israe-
lis estimate that roughly 95 per cent of the
estimated $70-million a year goes into such
charities as hospitals, clinics and schools,

. with only a small portion siphoned off te pay
for weapons and military operations.

One charitable activity, however, is vital
to the military operations: the support pay-
ments granted to the families .of suicide
bombers and others killed in clashes with’
Israel. These stipends are believed to play
an important role in recruiting. Last week,
Israel put the director of an Israeli Arab
charity under house arrest, charging he had
channeled millions of shekels to the families
of Hamas puerrillas.

“This is the most critical part,” an Israeli
Army officer said. ““They have to make sure

O these families are taken care of.”" .

eli officials say that amcng REY
Hamas fund-raising operations are the Holy
Land Foundation of Richardson, Texas and
the London-based Palestine and Lebanon
Relief Fund, known, for its telex address, as
Interpal. Gther money, they say, comes
from Saudi Arabia and the Gulf, both from
Moslem charities and wealthy individuals,




A%l R R IIIUIII..J’ ULl 3 Sl laesnesnl tabrd
Israeli intelligence officers say, is funneled
through Jordan, where Hamas maintains an
operation headed by Ibrahtm Ghosheh, a
Jordanian citizen, and a fund called the
Islamic Aid Committee. In Amman, Hamas
operates In conjunction with the Muslim
Brotherhood, which has become a politicat
force with a sizable representation in Par-

ltament and municipal offices. Funds are .

smuggled across the three bridges over the / /
“ToTdan River.o T Ween banks { / 1 & y
or il é e M

ras, operating primarily through its em-
bassy in Iran, where it deals with the Leba-
nese Parly of God and Palestinian factions
opposed to the peace agreements, has also
given money to Hamas, the intelligence
officers say, although adding that Hamas in
the past has been wary of political directio
om_Teh ..
In Gaza and the West Bank, Hamas oper- ~ ' R
ates on several levels, o
- One involves what are known as Jlawa f/
activitles — from the Arabic word for the ‘? PN F} / 46

to prayer. These include the issuance of

ee.

spread Islamic doctrine, ' | [ew 87
The major effort, employing hundreds of ’4‘ ’ gﬁ W
people, is the social and welfare network. | A D .Qﬂ) ,V/A Afl&’aof
e whic Bs :

pamphlets and staging of ceremonies to

These include the Medical and Scieptific
Association, which runs hospitals and clin-
ics where only a nominal fee is charged, and
the Sciences and Culture Association, which
runs Islamic schools. There is a Y:M.C.A-
like Young Iglamic Assqciation where boys
can play soccer and learn martial arts, and

an Iglg!wmm_cﬁmmmgh
some of whose members have lately been

comp]sQning that girls do not get a chance to
be suicidle bombers, .
zatioh of some 164 clerics, out-

awed by Israel, called the Counci] of Reb...
glous Sages, coordinates sermons so that

similar political messages come from the
mosques. Tape casseltes clrculating af re-
cent sermons bear such tilles as: “P.L.0,
gasom: 0slo and heyond,**

All of this has heen open and public. The
military operations of the Qassem brigades
are by nature clandestine. They are be-
lieved to be coordinated by what is known as
the “Inside Committee” headed by Mr.
Alamti. Some directives, by telephone or fax,
are passed through private telephone

switching businesses in Cyprus. ﬁp%/ ﬂﬁﬁ&a&/éf .

-

their infrastructure was safe, might be will-
ing to trade off the military.”

~"But there had been no bombings or other A é
attacks here since last Aug. 21, when a bus /U_o SE
in Jerusalem was blown up, killing six peo- f< [‘.}/df%e«fg-—

ple and wounding more than 100. That was W@L, /] nF
only a month after Mr. Abu Marzook, who X ﬁ-,ﬂ)[gf /g'f\ A ‘5/?%—
tightly controlied operations, was taken into / g /'ng 2 J [}(O -
custody at Keanedy Airport, suggesting this
disrupted the leadership, At the same time,
Mr. Arafai was sceking to draw leaders in
Gaza to him, persuading one key figure,
Emad Falaji, to cross aver.

“Arafat was gradually, successfully neu-
tralizing the Hamas leadership," said Kialil F / / .?LW
Shikaki, a respected Palestinian polling cx-
pert who is also the brother of the slain -
leader of Islamic Holy War, "“There was 197 # %f‘ J cn[u e
internal dissent, turmoil among them. The m l‘ /\/‘ /\ﬂé

total lack of response to their call for a /\ £ /—J\J
boycott of elections was a blow to their

prestige and credibility. Some, as long as é Lﬂlﬁﬂ 0/ g OL /}&’5/ / 5 .
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A Challenger
To the P.L.O.

'.;, @q much better organized than
“’\\ the P.LTO- ever was," said a Western official
X

closely monitoring the situation.

’}leqlroy the P.L.O., destroy the peace pro-
(‘Q“s'

“"Hamas supporters cross both tribal pat-
terns and family patterns among Palestin-
ians,”" he added, outlining what he described |
as "an incredible crisis" for Mr. Arafat.
"“Its not unusual for the same family to have
brothers in different organizations. Many of
the P.L.O. people were fighting shoulder to
shoulder during the intifada with people
from the-military wing of Hamas.”

Nor is Hamas operating in a vacuum. It
has_strong support from Islamic move-.

ments in ne niries, includ
Jordan, which both Palestinian and Israeli

mtelligence officers say is the main conduit
of smu
nancial backing from Iran.,

Hassan Habibi, the vice president of Iran
met in Damascus during the week between
the two Jerusalem bus bombings with
Emad al-Alami, a 40-year old engineer from
Garza who is the main leader of Hamas, and
Ramadan Abdullah Shalah, the leader of
Islamic Holy War, the other main Islamic
group mounting terror attacks in Israel, as
well as leaders of the Lebanese Party of
God, according to Western intelligence re-
ports. The meeting, held in the Iranian Em-
bassy, was to discuss future tactics.

Mr. Habibl was accompanied by Hussein
Sheikholeslam, an Iranian Foreign Ministry
official who was among the hostage-takers
at the American Embassy In Teheran in
1979 and whose duties include spreading
Islamic revolution, according to the intelli-
gence reports. Money changed hands at the
meeting, according to the reports.

“The Islamic resistance movement is in
for a glorious future,” Mr. Sheikholeslam
told the Iranian news service, . R.N.A_, alter
the meeting. “There is no peaceful solutien.

The Israelis must return fo_the countries

Tﬁe’ﬁ'ame Trom.”"

“Their
leadership has outsmarted Arafat. Their '
\\ goals are to destroy the Labor government,

led money and directives, and‘ﬁ:_

Mr. Arafat had heen attempting, with
some apparent success, to co-opt Hamas's
political leadership, appointing some of its
preachers to key posts, among other things.
In December, with Israeli approval, he met
with Hamas leaders in Cairo to work out a

reconciliation. The intransigence of Hamas.

leaders from abroad blocked a hoped-for

“wrilten statement, but there was a verbal

agreement {hat Hamas would not launch -

any attacks that would embarrass Mr. Ara-
fat's-Palestinian Authorily, a promise_bro-

ken after the 'kmmg Mqumably by Israeli

Lrary‘—‘

But now, under severe pressure from
Israel and the United States, — including a
visit from a high-ranking Central Intelli-
gence Agency delegation — Mr. Arafat has

launched a public crackdown on the Hamas
infrastructure, rounding up some 600 of the

usual suspects among public Hamas fig-
ures, replacing fiery sheiks in some 40 Gaza
mosques with his own more conciliatory
preachers and sending his police, trailed by
television cameras, kicking down the doors
of what turned nul to be a kindergarten.

A Hamas bomb-maker's monument in
Gaza was bulldozed by masked men, and
Palestinian police displayed captured weap-

ons, hombs and documents they said de-
scribed a Hamas plot 1o overthrow Mr.
Arafat.

But Israeli officials are skeptical of how
long the Hamas people will stay in jail, and
Palestinian officials declared that Mr. Dief
and other fugitives, if caught, would not be
extradited.

“These people must be rooted out ruth-
lessly,” a Western official said of Hamas.
“"We pleaded and begged and warned Arafat
that the militants were going (o do him in,
but he chose to co-opt rather than confliront,

He hasn’t been able to realize that these

le have a totally different agenda, to

_destroy The rocess.”
uf il remains unclear To many experts

whether an all-out attack on the civil and
well as military activities of Hamas is real-
istic or even the best way to reduce future
terrorism.

“Islamic Holy War is weak, and, if Arafat
chooses, it could be eradicated within a few
days,"” Brig. Gen. Yaacov Amidor of Israeli
military intelligence told a parliamentary
committee, “‘but
rid of. You can trim its branches,-but you
“Can’t pull out its roots."”.

nas _is_difficult to get -

-
3

\
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Home-Grown Roots and Foreign Support

ol its estimated $70 million annual budget coming from the oil-rich
Gulf states and another 35 percent from Europe, mainly England.
and the United Stales, according lo Israeli estimales. Mos! of this

Rinn Castelnuovo lor the New York Times

Hamas is a mass movement with solid support among
perhaps 15 percent lo 20 percent of the Iwo million Paleslinians in
Gaza and the Wesl Bank. Leadership is divided belween Ihose
inside the territariee and thace Anaralines aodaida meaiel foee

Children studying verses from the Koran at an Islamic school founded and paid for by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. The young and the
needy are the beneficiaries of the tightly woven organization, just as the Israelis have been its victims.
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fall; theday after Mr. Ayyash's deatl, the
) 'EEEécmLuLm&secmt-a-geneﬁLsuhmjued-m
.nall.gzmwpmg—kﬂs—agemﬁmmge

7 will be revenge against Israel,’ sald Mah-
B

The Reprisals

A Shadow War
Erupts Into Open

The pause. in bombings was to end in the
wake of two dramatic assassinations of Is-
lamic terrorist [eaders. Smiling israeli.offi-
cials pointedly did not deny responsibility.

where he was registe der a false name
as & Libyan busi an calinly

T pistol into his head, then sped
on the back of a waiting motorcycle.

te second was yet more spectacufar,

Yahya Ayyash, the chiel Hamas bomb-mak- 5/ ’t»l(
er known as the Engineer, was In his hidm

place In Gaza on the morning of Jan 5.

took a caHl from his father on a cell phone.

which suddenly exploded. This-kiliing was /9?9
widely attributed to Israel’s internal securl- , 7;?/
ty service;:Shin Bet; which had been smiart- -
ing over its failufe to’protect Prime Minis-

ter Yitzhak Rabin from_an assassin last

r

long-expected resignation, after having-par-

At the time, there was widespread expec-
tation on both sides that the killings would

proimpt revenge attacks. Of course there

moud al-Zahar, the Hamas political [ender
in Gaza. “The principles of the Hamas
movement commm1d us not to lose Palestin-

The bombings to avenge Mr. Ayyash, Pal-
estinian’ and ‘Israeli Tntelligeiice operatives
bélieve, were organized by Hassan Saiami,
known as Abu Ahmed, who had left Gaza'to
escape arrest during the uprising. He re-
ceived training in Sudan, which under the
leadership of Hassan al-Turabi has become
a gathering place for Islamic revolutionar-
ies, including veterans of the Alghan guer-
rilla movement eager to continue their
struggle, He is helieved to have infiltrated
into Gaza — where most of the bombings
have been planned — through Syria.

“He Is a very dangerous guy,” an Israeli '
officer sald. " Young, but dangerovs.”

Mr. Salaml recruited Mohammed Abu
Warda — who was captured by the Palestin-
ian police, sentenced to life imprisonment
within 24 hours and confessed on Israeli
television — in the West Bank town of
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