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auras, the militant Islamic group, has emerged as the 
rael and the P.L.O. Hamas supporters are shown rail: 

Alms and Arms: Tact 
By JOHN KIFNER 

RUSALEM, March 14— Ha-
mas, the main force behind the 
suicide bombers who have thrown 
the shaky Middle East peace talks 
into crisis, is an organization with 
deep roots, a popular base that 
feeds on misery and resentment, 
an international support network, 
and a clear goal: to turn the na-
scent Palestine Into an Islamic 
S le. 

srfues?fnspitals and sciools 
e its weapons as much as 

ombs, and Yasir Arafat, as much 
Israel, is rget. 74-91 

ROOTS OFTERROR 

A special report. 
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nina ca:trinuovo for The New York Tim 

e militant Islamic group, has emerged as the strongest opponent of peace accords between 
the P.L.O. Hamas supporters are shown rallying under a wall bearing anti-Israeli rgraffiti. 
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The tactic failed- llamas, with 
'is light-knit cells and devotion to 
Is11~~m, proved much harder to in-
fil~1'ate and influence than Mr. 
Arafat's more secular and corrupt 
P L_ C-, 

But cracking down was hardly 
ore successful. In 1992, in an 

attempt to decimate Hamas, Isra-
el deported 415 of Its activists to a 
snpwy.h!))side in i ~haiwn. 99. 

oi 
Many of the deported militants 

enrolled in guerrilla training 
camps, and returned to Israel with 

their grievances and 
honed to a fine edge. 

• a, assmat o
of Hamas's chief bomb-maker 
that brought the latest wave of 
suicide bombings, breaking a sev-
en-month lull in terror attacks. 

llamas, the major Islamic mili-
tant organization, is linked to three 
of the four suicide bombings in the 
last two weeks that have left 62 t 
people dead, including the bomb- I` 
ers, and now looms as the graves 
immediate t urea to a rIy lddle Eas i 
,eace. jh t~f7 

their skil 

Mr. 
a a, an, i- , o o tied 

go-

Although Its organization and 
ilitary operations are deliberate-

ly murky, interviews with a wide 
range of Palestinian, Israeli and 
Western experts present a portrait 
of llamas that Is more cohesive 

Continued on Page A6, Column 4 

in is •ener 
gMost of ilamas's estimated $70 million 

annual budget goes to support a network of 
hundreds of mosques, schools, orphanages, 
clinics and hospitals that permeates virtual-
ly every village, town and refugee camp oh 

d the West Bank and Gaza Strip. But these 
sggal services provide both a,cover and a 
tcndting ground for young terrorists. One 
I the important uses of charitable dona-

tions to llamas is to provide lifetime annu- 
tries in the families of suicide bombers. 

glames receives financial and other sup- 
1 port from an array of sources, including 

Iran, Palestinians living in America and 
Europe, and prominent figures in Saudi 
Arabia and other oil-rich Gulf stales. MuclV 
of the money is channeled through neighbo 
ing Jordan where the fudanientalisl Muslit 
Brotherhood s str _ 

o'^" 'r atnas ny arresting 
or killing its leaders have tended to spawn 
revenge attacks and produce more radical 
new leaders. Mohammed Mousa Ahu Mar-
wok, now in custody in New York, came to 
power after a roundup of other leaders, and 
irtually reinvented llamas as the financial 
nd military organization that carried out 
e post_, atta • • -- i ' 

rrocnThiféfTha ~anre-liam-
ered, too, by family loyalties and shared 
xperiences of battling Israel, including 
rison time. One example: Mr. Arafat is 

under extremely heavy pressure from the 
Americans to arrest Mohammed Did, the 

rent llamas military eL-who-ha 
operating from Gaza._ylie policeman in 
harge of the search, Cal. Mohammed Dah> , 
an of Mr. Arafat's security service, is a 

childhood friend of Mr. Dicf and fellow 'r 
Inmate of Israeli Jails who has been seen t 

fripping coffee with the wanted man du • 
the __receJlt 3YavEor 

iurren inr' ere appear to he tactical 
Ithin llamas, with ,e lead' 
, , - ', - ,  more attacks and 

me leaders 
willing to accept a truce, at least for the 
short term, in order to prote  t the mos ues 
anucharity instihninnc that from their 
Iii cal base. But it is unclear if the . er-

ices can be ex It a underlying 
the tactics is a c on oat: the ouster of a 

r. Arafat and the creation of an Islam 
P ale sEmian.sta7e.—

YAbove all, llamas thrives on misery and 
frustration. The harsh Israeli blockade ott-
Palpctinian areas alone with flaws in the...
hastil organized peace plan and dtsap-
po nt nent with Mr. Arafat's rule, which has 
brought little im rovement in the lives of , 
talestinians, wll only stFengihen q.% 
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The Origins 

Roots in Charity 
And Religious Zeal 

The militant Islamic movement here, like 
many In the Arab world, traces its roots to 
the Muslim Brotherhood founded in Egypt 
duia.ng the 1920's by Hassan al-Bana. The 
brotherhood has strong followings in Egypt 
and Jordan today, and hasyspawned ove-

n  
eats in other countries. 5e- te, / _ 
Typically, the Brotherhood's strategy is 

to fight whit it sees as Westernization and 

-" \5corruption of Arab governments by running 
its own schools, hospitals and other services 
in order to - - • • •

med Yassin n. •t le other 
founders of Hamas were Muslim Brother= 

"hood followers running welfare, social and 
educational services through their mosques 
when the Palestinian uprising broke out 
against Israeli occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip  in 1987. - — '- ---

done-throwing youths flocked to the 
P.L.O. banner and the rival Islamic Holy 

,War taunted the Brotherhood for inaction. 
liearful of losing I ' .O.; 
Sheik Yassin form 
naming it Hamas, an Arabic acronym for 
Islamic Resistance Movement, which 
means "zeal." It niititarvy wing was ca11e;1 
the Ezzadin al-  assem bri ade aer a 
Muslim prparher in Ha  w to led an Arab ... . 

ZiQnist 

ronica • • - : - authorities 
supported the Islamic ?'novemen 

during a 1970's aj.d in the early days of the. 
uprising, in hopes of undermining the na-
tionalism of the Palestine Liberation Organ-' 
Ization. 

"There was a conscious decision to build 
up the Islamic groups as a counterweight to; 
the P.L.O. and to increase divisions within 
Palestinian society," said a long-serving. 
Western diplomat. "The Ministry of De-; 
fence gave the okay for all these Islamic 
Institutions which became the financial and 
Institutional infrastructure behind the gas 
seta brigades. These mstT1üTl re al-
lowed to flourish and function and this has; 
come back in a terrible way to haunt the: 

Hamas swiftly became a problem, and in' 
1989 the Sheik Yassin was thrown into an 
Israeli jail where he h  $ remained ever 
sin . r 1 rn a • arres s was meant 

ecimate the leadership but failed, and in, 
December, 1992, Israel deported 415 Hamas 
activists, dumping them on a barren, snowy 
hilicirlp in i ehannn ' 

sir 



O~ 

ia4 

The arrest of Sheik Yassin and other• 
leaders brought to power a lower ranking 
activist, Mohammed Mousa Abu Marzook„ 
who was to substantially change the organi 
zation. 

Described by those who know him as an 
ambitious, charismatic figure, Mr. Marzo Q
re rganized the structure of Hamas, Israeli 1e1FBr n- is' ,the UC 
a d Palestine intelligence officials say, set-' -

ng up outside fund-raising channels and 
concentrating virtually all political, finan-
cial and military power in his own hands. 

Mr. Marzook operated from the 
United States, 1 Springfield, Va., . 
where he was active in an Islamic organiza-
tion called the United Association for Stud-
ies and Research. He then set up a major 
llamas support office in Amman, Jordan 

l  until, under American pressure, the authori-
ties expelled him in early 1995, after two 

O bicide bombers killed 21 Israelis, most of 

0 tem soldiers at a bus stop. 
With the Oslo accords in the fall of 1993, 

the situation here had changed dramatical-
ly. -While Mr. Arafat's followers prepared to 
take over Palestinian enclaves in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, llamas and Islamic 
Holy War launched a wave of suicide car 
bombings, kidnappings and shootings that 
have killed some 213 Israelis since the peace 
was signed, far more than in the troubled 
years of the uprising. 

After leaving Jordan, Mr. Marzook trav-
eled between Damascus and Duhai in the 
United Arab Emirates, among other places. 
On July 28 of last year, he landed at Ken-
nedy Airport in New York on a flight from 
London, and an immigration inspector spot-
ted his name on a computer watch list of 
suspected terrorists. He has been held since 
at the Federal Metropolitan Correctional 
Center in Manhattan as Israel presses for 
his extraditin 

His place as the leader of the "outside" 
llamas leadership, although apparently note 

_ all of his power, has been taken by his, 
former depute Mr. Alami. He is said to 

` operate primarily from Damascus, al-
'ugh he also travels to Teheran. - 

by Mr. Marzook that channel funds from 
abroad to llamas are still intact. The Israe-
lis estimate that roughly 95 per cent of the 
estimated $i0-million a year goes into such 
charities as hospitals, clinics and schools, 
with only a small portion siphoned off to pay 
for weapons and military operations. 

One charitable activity, however, is vital 
to the military operations: the support day-
hoents granted to the families of suicide 
bombers and others killed in clashes with 
Israel. These stipends are believed to play 
an important role in recruiting. Last week, 
Israel put the director of an Israeli Arab 
charity under house arrest, charging he had 
channeled millions of shekels to the families 
of llamas guerrillas. 

"This is the most critical part," an Israeli 
Army officer said. "They have to make sure 
these families are taken care of." 

isr if officials say iTfa—FaTmiT! 
llamas fund-raising operations are the Holy 
Land Foundation of Richardson, Texas and 
the London-based Palestine and Lebanon 
Relief Fund, known, for its telex address, as 
Interpal. Other money, they say, comes 
from Saudi Arabia and the Gulf, both from 
Moslem charities and we Itt v individuals. 
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Israeli intelligence officers say, is funneled 
through Jordan, where Hamas maintains an 
operation headed by Ibrahim Ghosheh, a 
Jordanian citizen, and a fund called the 
Islamic Aid Committee. In Amman, Hamas 
operates in conjunction with the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which has become a political 
force with a sizable representation in Par-
liament and municipal offices. Funds are 
smuggled across the three bridges over the 
Jordan liver or transterrecoei-ween banks 
or m 

an, operating primarily through its em-
bassy in Iran, where it deals with the Leba-
nese Party of God and Palestinian factions 
opposed to the peace agreements, has also 
given money to Hamas, the intelligence 
officers say, although adding that Hamas in 
the past has been wary of political directto 

om Teh 
In Gaza and the West Bank, Hamas oper- -

ates on several levels. 
• One involves what are known as Dawa 
activities — from the Arabic word for the n l ,q(J 
 Cai> o<  prayer. These include the issuance of—^~ ]' 
pamphlets and staging of ceremonies to 
spread Islamic doctrine. 

The major effort, employing hundreds of 
people, is the social and welfare network. 
These include the Jviedical and Scientific 
Associatlon, which runs hospitals and clip- ~. 
ics hw ere only a nominal feels charged, and 
the Sciences and Culture Associajjpn, which 
runs Islamic schools. There is a Y:M.C.A: 
like Young Islumic.Associatio.phere boys 
can play soccer and learn martial arts, and 
an I~slammii Cultural Center for Women. 
some of whose members have lately been 
eompl~ining that girls do not get a chance to 
be suicide bombers. ' 

za tm— tome 164 clerics, out-
awed by Israel, called the council  up tt 

pious Sages, coordinates sermons so that 

similar political messages come from the 
mosques. Tape casseltes circulating of re-
cent sermons bear such titles as: "P.L.O. 

a son: Oslo and he 
All o tits has been open and public. The 

military operations of the Qassem brigades 
are by nature clandestine. They are be-
lieved to be coordinated by what is known as 
the "Inside Committee" headed by Mr. 
Alami. Some directives, by telephone or fax, 
are passed through private telephone 
switching businesses in Cyprus. 

-liut there had been no bombings or other 
attacks here since last Aug. 21, when a bus 
in Jerusalem was blown up, killing six peo-
ple and wounding more than 100. That was 
only a month after Mr. Abu Marzook, who 
tightly controlled operations, was taken into 
custody at Kennedy Airport, suggesting this 
disrupted the leadership. At the same time, 
Mr. Arafat was seeking to draw leaders in 
Gaza to him, persuading one key figure, 
Emad Falaji, to cross over. 

"Arafat was gradually, successfully neu-
tralizing the llamas leadership," said Khalil 
Shikaki, a respected Palestinian polling ex-
pert who is also the brother of the slain 
leader of Islamic Holy War. "There was 
internal dissent, turmoil among them. The 
total lack of response to their call for a 
boycott of elections was a blow to their 
prestige and credibility. Some, as long as 
their infrastructure was safe, might be will-
ing to trade off the military." 
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The Riv 

A Challenger 
To the P.L.O. 

"I amass s much better organized than 
the P.L.A  . ever was," said a Western official 
closely monitoring the situation. "Their 
leadership has outsmarted Arafat. their'
oag~lre  to destroy the Labor governmc'nt r. 

\destroy the P.L.O., destroy the peace pro-

"llamas supporters cross tenth tribal pat-
terns and family patterns among Palestin-
ians," he added, outlining what he described 
as "an incredible crisis" for Mr. Arafat. 
"Its not unusual for the same family to have 
brothers in different organizations. Many of 
the P.L.O. people were fighting shoulder to 
shoulder during the intifada with people 
from _the-military wing of Hamas." 

Nor is Hamasoperating in a vacuum. It 
has strong support from Islamic move-., 
meni1 Tgfl1m11T Tnuil ryes, j M.jn 
Jor an, which offVäThiinian and Israeli 
intelligence officers say is the main conduit 
of srnu_ggled money and directives, and -fi= 
`nancial backing from lran ,.. _ 

Hassan Ilabibi, the vice president of Iran, 
met in Damascus during the week between 
the two Jerusalem bus bombings with 
Emad al-Alami, a 40-year old engineer from 
Gaza who is the main leader of Hamas, and 
Ramadan Abdullah Shalah, the leader of 
Islamic Holy War, the other main Islamic 
group mounting terror attacks in Israel, as 
well as leaders of the Lebanese Party of 
God, according to Western Intelligence re-
ports. The meeting, held in the Iranian Em-
bassy, was to discuss future tactics. 

Mr. Hahibi was accompanied by Hussein 
Sheikholeslam, an Iranian Foreign Ministry 
official who was among the hostage-takers 
at the American Embassy in Teheran in 
1979 and whose duties include spreading 
Islamic revolution, according to the intelli-
gence reports. Money changed hands at the 
meeting, according to (lie reports. 

"The Islamic resistance movement is in 
for a glorious future," Mr. Sheikholeslam 
told the Iranian news service, I.R.N.A., after 
the meeting. "There is no peacefu.lsakatian, 
The Israelis must return to the countries 

`Tfiev c~me`trom ------ 

Mr. Arafat had been attempting, with 
some apparent success, to co-opt Hamas's 
political leadership, appointing some of its 
preachers to key posts, among other things. 
In December, with Israeli approval, he met 
with llamas leaders in Cairo to work out a 
reconciliation. 7"he inhansi ence of Hamas. 
leaders from abroad blocked._a hoped-for 
141 f(Ten statement, nut there was a. verbal. 
hgreemt'iif That Harnas woul.d_not__launch-
any attacks that wouk1einbarr.ass lr,_ ra.-
fat`s-Plestin_ian Authority, a, promise--hro-
ken after the killing, presutnably..by.Israeli 
security, of Hamas's military leader. In-Jan-
ffary--... _ -. 

But now, under severe pressure from 
Israel and the United States, — including a 
visit from a high-ranking Central Intelli-
gence Agency delegation — Mr. Arafat has 
launched a public crackdown on the Hamas 
infrastructure, rounding up some 600 of the 
usual suspects among public Mamas fig-
ures, replacing fiery sheiks in sonic 40 Gaza 
mosques with his own more conciliatory 
preachers and sending his police, trailed by 
television cameras, kicking down the doors 
of what turned out to he a kindergarten. 

A Hamas bump maker's monument in 
Gaza was bulldozed by masked men, and 
Palestinian police displayed captured weap-

ons, bombs and documents they said de-
scribed a Hamas plot to overthrow Mr. 
Arafat. 

But Israeli officials arc skeptical of how 
long the llamas people will stay in jail, and 
Palestinian officials declared that Mr. Dief 
and other fugitives, if caught, would not be 
extradited. 

"These people must be rooted out ruth-
lessly," a Western official said of Hamas. 
"We pleaded and begged and warned Arafat 
that the militants were going to do him in, 
but he chose to co-opt tattier than confront. 
He hasn't been able to realize that these 

~pcp have a totally different agenda, to 
destroy (lie eace process.^ 

u it remains uncle a T Pithy experts 
whether an all-out attack on the civil and 
well as military activities of Hamas is real-
istic or even the best way to reduce future 
terrorism. 

"Islamic Holy War is weak, and, if Arafat 
chooses, it could be eradicated within a few 
days," Brig. Gen. Yaacov Amidor of Israeli 
military intelligence told a parliamentary 
committee, "hut llamas is_diflicult_.to. get-_ 
rid of. Yousanlrim_ its _.b►_anches,-but you 

-can' p uUts_roots."- . 



Home-Grown Roots and Foreign Support 
Hamas is a mass movement with solid support among 

perhaps 15 percent to 20 percent of the Iwo million Palestinians in 
Gala and the West Bank. Leadership is divided between those 
IncidP ►hP tarritnriac anri thnco ,,nn.ni.,.... .~ r----

Children studying verses from the Koran at an Islamic school founded and paid for by Harnas in the Gaza Strip. The young and the 
needy are the beneficiaries of the tightly woven organization, just as the Israelis have been its victims. 

of its estimated $70 million annual budget coming from the oil-rich 
Gulf states and another 35 percent from Europe, mainly England. 
and the United States, according to Israeli estimates. Most of this 
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The Reprisals 

A Shadow War 
Erupts Into Open 
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The pause. in bombings was to end in the 
wake of two dramatic assassinations of Is-
lamic terrorist leaders. Smiling israeli.offt-
ciais pointedly did not deny responsibility. 

T'- 
Isla 
26. A 
whet 
as a 
pum 
mill( 
a 

to second was yet more spectacular. 
Yahya Ayyash, the chief Hamas bomb-mak-
er known as the Engineer, was in his hidfng - j 
place in Gaza on the morning of Jan 5./'He 
took a call from his father on a cell phone, 
which suddenly exploded. This-killing was yn 
widely attributed to Israel's internal securi-
ty seryice;zShilj Bet; which had been sniart-
ing over its failuFe to'  protect Prime Minis-
teh Yitzhak Rabin from an assassin last 
fall• rho day after Mr Ayyash's death the 

first to be killed was Fathi S .ki 
m War leader, in Mai m Oct. 
s he saun • out of t• • uxury hotel 
e he was registe _ • der a false name 
Libyan busi man, a _ - • an calmly 
ped se • :l shots from a st - - -d 9-
n : r pistol into his head, then sped 

on the back of a waiting motorc cle. 

ti 
At the time, there was widespread expec-

tafion on both sides that the killings would 

prompt revenge attack. "Of course there 
will be revenge against Israel,' said Mah-
moud al-Zahar, the llamas political ieader 
in Gaza. "The principles of the Hamas 
movement command us not to lose Palestin-
a evence?' 

The botbings to avenge Mr. Ayyash, Pal-
estinian and' IsraeliTnteliigcnce operatives 
believe, were organized by Hassan Salami, 
known as Abu Ahmed, who had left Gaza to 
escape arrest during the uprising. He re-
ceived training in Sudan, which tinder the 
leadership of Hassan al-Turahi has become 
a gathering place for Islamic revolutionar-
ies, including veterans of the Afghan guer-
rilla movement eager to continue their 
struggle. He is believed to have infiltrated 
into Gaza — where most of the bombings 
have been planned — through Syria.' 

"He is a very dangerous guy," an Israeli 
officer said. "Young, but dangerous " 

Mr. Salami recruited Mohammed Abu 
Warda — who was captured by the Palestin-
ian police, sentenced to life imprisonment 
within 24 homy and confessed on Israeli 
television — in the West Bank town of 

e. 
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