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TOP NEWS IN BRIEF

israeli killed in ambush
An [sroeli woman was killed in a Polestinion

!
t

| NEWS ANALYSIS

- Palestinian talks fail to yield truce,
~and attacks against Israel continue

ambush in the West Bank on Monduay. Restue workers

tried to resuscitate the women of the scens of the
drive-by shooting near Ramalich.

where she dled of her wounds, gccording fo Jsrel
Rudﬁi Anmher Israeli reportedly was wounded in the
atto

lorasli army hits Qaza HQ

By Gil Sedan
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Supposed truce talks between Hamas and Famh rep-

s TEe)

* rcsentatives in Cairo must leave some Israclis \m)udenng what Palestinians mean when

Israeli forces raided the main Palestinian security
ompound in Goza iy, lsroeli helicopters, soldiers -

and tanks tock purt in Monday“s strike, which torgeted

the headquarters of the Preventive Security Service,
The operafion uncovered dozens of mortar shells

and grenades, three rocker-propalled grenades, us |

well s mines, ommunition and anfi-tomk missifes,
Iscaeli. Defense Minister Shoul Mofoz soid the
15 cache proves the ‘tight connection batwean the
—<turily forces of the Polesfinian Authority and Pales.
finion terror groups.”
Isroeli forees pulled out after about three hours,

Isaving severol of the compound’s 11 buildings in -

ruins. A few hours after the reid, Polestinians fired two

missiles af o Jewish settlemenr near Goza City but .

caused ao damage or Injuries, the army soid.

Hijackor wanted to hit Tel Aviv
An Israeli Arcb who allegedly ottempted 1o hijock
an £l Al flight on Sunday soid he wonted fo earry out
o Sept. 11-like attack, according ro his Turkish inteero-
gafors. Clting the interrogation, Turkish TV reported

Monduay that the man hod wanted to crash the plane

into @ Tel Aviy buflding.

Arcording o The Associated Press, which dted !

Israeli officals Mondoy, the men was not wielding o
kmife when he dllegedly confronred @ Stewardess

before mrying to rush the codkpit.

- 10 Commandments statue nixed

She wos ransfarred to o hospital in Jerusalem | theY talk about a ceasc-fire.

According to early reports, Fatah planned to press Hamas to stop carrying out
lerrozist artacks.

‘Later reports said the talks were um«d at limiting attacks to just the West Bank and
(iaza Strip, not inside Israel proper,

Then it was repotted that any cease-tire would last only for three months, to avoid
helping right-wing politicians before Israel’s Jan. 28 clections.

Since the meetings ended without any cease-firc declaration - - and with, instead.
un agreement to cooperate in the fight against Istael — the idea that a truce was cven or.
the agends seems questionable.

In fact, it was a gunman from Fatah's own Al-Aksa Brigade who crossed into Israel
proper and Lilled five civilians, wcluding two children, in Kibbutz Metzer on Nov. 14,

while the Cairo talks were still under way.
Then, on Nov, 15, days after the Cairo talks ended, Islamic Jihad terrorists attacked

a group of settlers returming from Sabbath prayers in Hebron.

When Istaeli troops and other security personnel responded to the guulire, the
Palestinians ambushed them, killing 12. Another 14 lsruelis were wounded.

That brought the tally of Israeli casualties from the Palestinian intifada to 668 dead
and 4,755 wounded.

Modcrates in the Palestinian camp are well aware that terrorist escalation is likely
to strengthen the dght in Israef's elections. In fact, just hours before the Hebron atrack,
Sari Nusscibeh, the tap PLO official for Jerusalem, published ap article on the frontpage
of the Al-Quds newspaper urging the Palastinians 1o act more moderately in order to
soengthen the lsraeli left

The Hebron ambush symbolizcs the general situation of near-anarchy in the
Palestimian territories. The Israel Defense Force maintains a strong military prescnce,
bur does not have direct contrul over the Palestinian population. :

Many belisve that the Palestinian Authority has lost conmol over the territories,
whether becanse it's unable to master the situation or because it prefers chags that allows
terrorism to flourish while giving the Palestinian government the ability to deny
respunsibility. .

[n that situation, many Israeli officials believe that even if the Palestinians do decide
on 2 cease-fire, # will be ncarly impossible o cnforce. While Hamas and 1slamic Jibad
maintain tight confrol over their rmlitary cadres, Fatsh— P.A, President Yasser Arafat’s

. mainstream movement — has become a collection of small gangs that often do not
i Tespect any ceatral anthority.

AUS. judpe ruled that o monument of the Ten
(smmendments must be removed within 30 doysfrom
" moderation. Yat the terror groups invariably take advantage of any easing of Testrictions

rhe Aloboma judidal building.
- The wdge ruled Monday that the 5,300-pound

ment in the state capitel of Montgomery violates
- 4.5, {onstittion’s ban on government endorse.

meat of religion,

The Hebron attack also illusirates the conundrum facing Israell decision-makers.
1srael repeatedly is pressed 1o case up on the Palestinians, both to fmaprove the fot of the
general population and to give Palestinian officials an incentive 10 work toward

to launch ncw atucks,
The IDF stopped patrolling most Palestinian areas of Hebron on Qct. 25 as part of

# plan promoted by then-Defense Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliczer, Under the plan, Istaeli
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Abha Eban laid to rest
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troops would pull ont of West Bank areas wherce relative quict prevailed, giving the

" Palestinian Authority 2 chance to prove that it could nminiain order.

Abba Eban was buried Mondoy in Israel’s Kfar

Shmaryohu Cemetery. [staali President Mosha Kateav,
Foreign Minister Benjomin Nefanyahu ond former

Prime Minister Shimon Peres delivered aulogies at the

funern!. Ebon, a former foreign minister and ombas.
sador to the United States and United Notions, died
Monday at 87.

Reports: ‘Road map’ being revised
The U.S. plan for an Israeli-Palestinien peate
uceord reportedly is being revised, The lotest draft,

It now turns out that the Islamic Jihad cell that camried out the attack had returned
to Hebron after Israchi troops departed.
Islamic Jihad is 2 much smaller organization than [Iumas in (erms of organization,

membership, military potential and popular backing,
Tslamic Jihad does not receive its orders from Cairo, (Gaza or Ramallah: g

headquarters are in Damascus und it operates with Syrian bacldng and Iranian military

and finagcial support
‘The Darnascus operation is ran by Ramadan Shalah. Locally, the group’s power

* base is in Gmza, and its jeaders are well-known: Sheikh Abdullah Shami is its religious
t leader, Nafez Azzam and Mohammad Hindi its political figures.

obroined by The Associofed Press, contains some
answers fo Polestinian wneems, mdudmg asoftening

of o demand fo nome @ prime minister 1o relisve

Patestinion Authorily President Yasser Arafat of some

of his dutiec.
The chonges in the droft are apparent in s new

title, according to the (sraeli daily Haoretz. The -

nriginu! draft was called o “performance-based roed
map,” and reflected the Isroeli demand that oll prog-
ress hemnfingent on Palestinian complianes. Now it's
being alled “a performance-bosed, godl-oriented
rood mop,” epparently a reflection of the Palestinion
7 mand for a dear timetable for progress.

Red Cross, Magen David sign pac

lsroel's Mogen David Adom was to sign
first-ever conpesation ogreement Mondoy wit
Americon Red Crass. The oerord enlls for coocdi

fon
and cooperation hetween the two relief organif@itions
in cuse of disaster. :

Report: Syria rejects U.S. call

IIowever, the group's terronist nctwark s highly ¢landestine and smaller than those
of Hamas and Fatah. That is a disadvantage in terms of popular s uppor, but allows the
group to more easily elude I'srach military thrusts, .

1 the past, when Arafat felt his reign threatencd by the radical Islamic organiza-
tions, he imposed terpporary crackdowns, imprisoning their acuvists for several woaths.

He did so in 1996, following a series of suicide attacks inside Israel that threatence
to - and uliimately did — throw the Israeli vlections to Likud’s Benjamin Netanyahx_
over Labor’s Shimon Peres,

There still are occasiona] confrontations between Fatah and the Istamic groups, such
as the arrcst 1ast summer of Hamas acrivists over a blood feud inn Gaza, Bul with the

outbreak of the intifada more than two years ago, Fatah hus cooperated with Hamas and

. lslamic Jihad i a number of terrorist attacks.

" organizatons even J.f he wanu.d to. Thus he gave the g

With no peace talks under way, Arafat might be too wesk to oppose the Tslamist
cen light for the Cairo talks —

though many
aides.

the talks werg important because they marked the first time that delezations
mm Hamas and Fatah met to coordinate their activities since a November 1995

 2orcement, whick was also hamnmered dows in Catro.

Zacharia Agha, a member of Fatah's Centeal Committee, headed one delegation,

" while Hamas was represented by Mousa Mohammed Abu Marzook, deputy head of its
- political depariment. The dialogue was held under the auspices of the Egyptian

Syrio reportedly rejected o coll from the United -

States fo dose the Damastus offices of Islamic Jihod.
Israel’s ltim news ogency reported that the message
wos defivered Monday by the U.S. ombassador in
Damasews following g directive from the White House,
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* degrees, the American “road map” for peacc.

govenunent, with European involvement. v
The talks deah not only with attacks on Israel, but with the eutire scope of relatiog

The talks produced nothing in the direction of ending attacks on Israel. In fact,
though Arafat kas cormmitted himself in various peace agreements to disarm Hamas, the
talks ended with & statement plcdging that Fatul and Hamasg would ecoperate in the fight
against Israel and work to preserve Palestintun unity.

Osaroa Hamdan, a Hamas representative in Lebanon, hrought up Fatah’s antack in
Kibbutz Metzer as a sign that Fatah itsel{ was not intcresied in cnding attacks inside

“The dialogue is not based on the cessation of resistance but rather on the unity of

-, the Palestinian ranks,” he said.

So far the talks have produced the type of results Arafat scems (o specialize in:

favorable media reports and statements of intent, but no real decisions.

Unofficially, Fatah spakesmen said an understandmg was reached that if Israel
stopped all military activities against the Palestinians, Hamas also would lay down its
weapous.

Hamas, however, denied any such understandinys.

Though the Palestimian Authority is not a representative democracy, results of the
latest poll by the Palestinian Center for Public Opinion my explain why the Cairo talke
ended the way they did, and why cheering crowds in Gara celebrated the Hebron atack,

According to the poll, some 43 percent of Palestiniuns support the continuation of
suicide attacks, and 5O percemt support the continuation of the armed intifada, Other
recent Palestiniun polls have shown even much higher support for attacks.

If there's a sitver lining in the poll, it's that another 45 percent support, to varying
]
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