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' New evndence that the Bureau
~quashed anotherterror probe B
- before 9/11 . ;

(BY JIM CROGAN

' WHEN FBI COUNSEL COLLEEN ROWLEYDROPPED
her bombshell, a now-famous letter to the director, de-
tailing how bureau higherups thwarted attempts to in
vestigate accused 20th hijacker, Zacarias Moussaoui, before

the September 11 attacks, she set off a firestorm. The:
scorching produced a mea culpa of sorts in June from FBI

ROBERT WRIGHT S STORY IS DIFFICULT TO PIEC
“ together because he is on government orders to remai
" silent. And by extension so are his attorneys when it come
¢/ to confidential information. erght has written a book, but:-

~The Weekly has learned that Chxcago—based speclal . .
. the agency won

Du'ector Robert Mueller and a promise of reform.

- Now there's another whistle blower telling a similar pre- «
9/ 11 tale. And 50 far, the FBI has gone to great lengths to:

sxlencc him. -

agem: Robert Wright has accused- the agency of shutting

down his 1998 criminal probe into alleged terrorist-train- -

ing camps in Chicago and Kansas City. The apparent goal
of the training camps, according to confidential docu-

ments obtained by the Weekly, was to recruit and train .- ;
. Palestinian-American youths, who would then slip into

Israel. Recruits at these camps reportedly received weapons  asking ‘for permission to respond to reporters’ queries

training and instruction in bomb-making techniquesin the - Neither of those efforts panned out, and he has since suei

early 1990s. The. bomb-ma.kmg curriculum included the" -
.-sort of explosives later.uséd in the 1995 Oklahoma City
bombmg And government documents state’ that two,

trainees came from the Oklahoma City.area.

prosccuted for these alleged terronsm~related activities.

... groups had no involvement in the 1995 bombing carrie

. .out by Timothy McVeigh, and that conclusion may stan

the test of time. The FBI, however, never fully investigal

- ‘ed leads suggesting a different verdict, according to law-
| enforcementand government sources whi i

“-dition of anonymity. Congressional investigators ar

i starting to re-examine the entire matter. There’s also an

- other troubling question: Why has the FBI dismissed or ig

" Middle East? Is it because thesé leads are unlikely to pan
‘out or bccausc the agency sullvhas something to hide re-:

" eral counsel in the FBI ancap i

 channels, sending his book off for an Vinternal review'an,

' was a May 30 press conference in Washington, D.C.; wher
.. he,told curious reporters that he had awhopper of a'tal

""to tell, if only he could. -
. One alleged trainer at the terror camps is now fend-

mg off a government lawsuit to seize. his bank accounts,
car and property for alleged money laundering on behalf
of the militant group Hamas. So far, no one has been''

prehensxve investigation: to identify and neutralize terror-°
“.ists.” And that “FBI managemerit failed to take seriously the
threat of terrorism in the U.S.” anhtwas carcful not to il-

eoﬂic:al‘govermnent posmon is that Mlddle Eastcm;’

disclose any co
but tears filled his eyes as he apologlz ed to-the farnilies of
September 11 victims for the Bure: mxstakes leading up
9/11:Heé:also madea tantali2
a money-laundenng
a dire t connectxon to investigatio:

Was bo mjerusalcm ‘Salah has deseribed himselfasa hu-
¢ distributed ‘roney ollected in the US.
ry out before the agency could , : : tini;
: Wright, a-12-year bureau veteran;’ wed pi pe

Ly L
alyst for a. Chlcago-. ‘
1e. Quranic Literacy

i di

the agency over this publication ban. The best he could d

.'Wright did say that FBI b\ire cray &ntennonally and '
epeatedly thwarted his attempts to launch a more com:

, di _not return phone calls ‘ the Weekly Butin
publlshed accounts  Piers adaman! demed thathis client
amas Salah:and his wife are still living
ae FBI, Page 20
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 Israclis deny.
Salah’ reportedly confessed t
‘Islamlc m:htants and thcn he

- itary units. The Isnielx governmientindicted -
Mazzook,w he was hvmgm cU.S,, for i

Clncag&uea banks. anh
tlmtbetweenjune 1991 and
Salah 'spent moré than $100 00

support of Hamas' mxhtary activi
addcdthatth‘ wcapon.s

~a group of mghly trained Arabs
: assports who can bcmserhedvm Israelto

4Ismc1 wnh U S. documents*ir_“




